
‘It’s the coming together
of the West and Islam’

By Veena Kuruvilla

DUBAI qïç= ãÉåI= ÄçíÜ
_êáíáëÜI= ÄçíÜ= ìåáíÉÇ= Äó= íÜÉáê
Ñ~áíÜ= Ñáêëí= ~åÇ= íÜÉå= Äó= íÜÉáê
ïçêâëK= e~Ç= éêçîáÇÉåÅÉ= åçí
ëíÉééÉÇ= áåI= íÜÉëÉ= íïç= ïçìäÇ
Ü~îÉ=åÉîÉê=ÅêçëëÉÇ=é~íÜëK=

tÜáäÉ= éÜçíçÖê~éÜÉê= mÉíÉê
p~åÇÉêë= ÇáëÅçîÉêÉÇ= fëä~ã
ïÜÉå= ÜÉ= ëÉí= çìí= çå= ~= éÜçíçJ
Öê~éÜáÅ= ãáëëáçå= íç= Å~éíìêÉ
ïçêäÇ= êÉäáÖáçåë= íÜêçìÖÜ= Üáë
Å~ãÉê~I= ~êíáëí= jçÜ~ããÉÇ
^äáI=ïÜç=ï~ë=Äçêå=áåíç=~=jìëJ
äáã=Ñ~ãáäóI=íçìÅÜÉÇ=Ä~ëÉ=ïáíÜ
fëä~ã= ~ÑíÉê= ~= Öê~îÉ= Å~ê= ~ÅÅáJ
ÇÉåí=Ü~Ç=Üáã=ëÉÉâáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÄáÖJ
ÖÉê= éáÅíìêÉ= ~åÇ= íÜÉ= ä~êÖÉê
ãÉëë~ÖÉ=Åçåí~áåÉÇ=áå=áíK=

qçÇ~óI= íÜÉ= íïç= çÑ= íÜÉã
Ü~îÉ= ÄêçìÖÜí= íÜÉáê= ÅêÉ~íáçåë
íç=íÜÉ=c~áêãçåí=eçíÉäI=aìÄ~á
Ñçê= íÜÉáê= àçáåí= ÉñÜáÄáíáçåI
p~ä~ã=áå=íÜÉ=`áíóK=tÜ~í=áë=~éJ
é~êÉåí=Ñêçã=íÜÉáê=Ñê~ãÉÇ=ÅêÉJ
~íáîáíó=áë=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=~êíáëí=ïáÉäÇë
Öê~ÑÑáíá=~åÇ=Å~ääáÖê~éÜó=Ñçê=íÜÉ
Å~ìëÉ= çÑ= fëä~ã= ~åÇ= íÜÉ= éÜçJ
íçÖê~éÜÉêI=Üáë=äÉåëK=

p~åÇÉêë=~åÇ=^äá=ÅçãÉ=ïáíÜ
íÜÉ=ãÉëë~ÖÉ=çÑ=éÉ~ÅÉ=~í=~=íáãÉ
ïÜÉå= áåíçäÉê~åÅÉ= ~åÇ= êÉäáJ
ÖáçåJ= êççíÉÇ= ê~ÖÉ= áë= ÇáÅí~íáåÖ
íÜÉ=êÜóíÜã=çÑ=íÜáë=ïçêäÇK=nìáò
íÜÉëÉ=ÖÉåíäÉãÉå=çå=~êí=Åä~ëÜJ
áåÖ=ïáíÜ= íÜÉ= ÑìåÇ~ãÉåí~äë=çÑ
fëä~ã= ~åÇ= íÜÉó= ë~ó= íÜÉêÉ= áë
åçåÉK==

^äá= ë~óëI=�̂ êí= áë= ~= êÉÑäÉÅíáçå
çÑ=ãó=Ñ~áíÜK=pçãÉ=éÉçéäÉ=~ëâ
ãÉ=áÑ=f=ÑáåÇ=áí=ÇáÑÑáÅìäí=íç=ÄÉ=áå
íÜÉ= é~ê~ãÉíÉêë= çÑ= fëä~ãáÅ= ~êí
ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ= çÑ= ÑáÖìê~íáîÉ= áëëìÉëK
qÜÉó=~ëâ=ãÉ=áÑ=f=~ã=äáãáíÉÇ=çê
êÉëíêáÅíÉÇ=áå=~åó=ï~óK=qç=ãÉ=áí
áë=~=ÖêÉ~í=ÅÜ~ääÉåÖÉ=íç=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ
íç=ïçêâ=ïáíÜáå=~=Ñê~ãÉïçêâK=fí
ã~âÉë=ãÉ=íÜáåâ=áå=~=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí
ï~óÁÄêÉ~âáåÖ=çìí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÄçñK
tÜ~í=áë=ãçëí=áãéçêí~åí=íç=ìë
áë= çìê= Ñ~áíÜK= jó= Ñ~áíÜ= áë= ãçêÉ
áãéçêí~åí=íç=ãÉKÒ=

_ìí=áëåÛí=Öê~ÑÑáíáI=~å=~êí=Ñçêã
íÜ~í= çêáÖáå~íÉÇ= áå= íÜÉ= ëíêÉÉíë
çÑ=^ãÉêáÅ~I=~=Åçåíê~ÇáÅíáçå=íç
íÜÉ= êÉäáÖáçå\=�mÉçéäÉ= ~ëâ= ãÉI
ÚfëåÛí= áí= Ää~ëéÜÉãçìë\Û= qÜÉó
Å~åÛí= ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ= Üçï= ëçãÉJ
íÜáåÖ=~ë=ïáäÇ=~ë=Öê~ÑÑáíá=~êí=Å~å
ÄÉ= íìêåÉÇ= áåíç= ~= ëéáêáíì~ä
íÜáåÖK= _ìí= ãó= ïçêâ= Ü~ë= åç
Åçåíê~ÇáÅíáçåë= ïÜ~íëçÉîÉêK
fíÛë=íÜÉ=ÅçãáåÖ=íçÖÉíÜÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ

pÉ~íÉÇ=Ñêçã=äÉÑí=íç=êáÖÜíW jçÜ~ããÉÇ=^äáI k~ÇÉÉã=j~äáâ=EéêÉëë=~ÖÉåíF=~åÇ=mÉíÉê=p~åÇÉêëK
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SPEAKING FROM THE HEART 

Graffiti artist
Mohammed Ali
and photographer
Peter Sanders
speak of how
Islam has
influenced their
art and how
understanding it
can help bridge
the gulf that
divides the world

tÉëí=~åÇ=fëä~ãIÒ=ë~óë=^äáK=
`äÉ~êäóI= áíÛë= åçí= àìëí= íÜÉ= fëJ

ä~ãáÅ= Å~ääáÖê~éÜó= ~åÇ= ëíêÉÉí
Öê~ÑÑáíá= íÜ~í= ^äá= áë= ~ííÉãéíáåÖ
íç= ÄêáÇÖÉ= íÜêçìÖÜ= Üáë= ïçêâK
qçÖÉíÜÉê= ïáíÜ= p~åÇÉêëI= ÜÉ= áë
~áãáåÖ= íç= éìää= íçÖÉíÜÉê= íÜÉ
åÉï=~åÇ=íÜÉ=çäÇ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=tÉëí
~åÇ=fëä~ãK=

p~óë= p~åÇÉêëI=�fëä~ã= áåÑäìJ
ÉåÅÉë= ïÜ~í= f= éÜçíçÖê~éÜK= f
ÇáÇ= áåíÉåÇ= íç= éÜçíçÖê~éÜ= ~ää
íÜÉ=ã~àçê=êÉäáÖáçåë=~åÇ=ëí~êíJ
ÉÇ=ïáíÜ=fëä~ã=Äìí=f=åÉîÉê=Öçí
ÄÉóçåÇ=áíKÒ

^êãÉÇ= ïáíÜ= Üáë= Å~ãÉê~I
p~åÇÉêë= ëéÉåí= íÜÉ= é~ëí= PR
óÉ~êë= çÑ= Üáë= äáÑÉ= íê~îÉääáåÖ
~êçìåÇ= íÜÉ= jìëäáã= ïçêäÇ
äççâáåÖ=Ñçê=ïÜ~í=áë=äÉÑí=çÑ=íê~J
Çáíáçå~ä= fëä~ãK= fêçåáÅ~ääóI= íÜÉ
éçÅâÉíë= çÑ= íê~Çáíáçå~ä= fëä~ã
íÜ~í=ÜÉ=Ü~ë=éáÉÅÉÇ=íçÖÉíÜÉê=áë
ÜìåÖ= çå= íÜÉ= ï~ääë= çÑ= ~= ãçÇJ
Éêå=ÄìáäÇáåÖ=çå=pÜÉáâÜ=w~óÉÇ
êç~ÇK= �fÛã= íêóáåÖ= íç= êÉãáåÇ
éÉçéäÉ=ïÜ~í=fëä~ã=ï~ëK=fíÛë=áåJ
íÉêÉëíáåÖ=íÜ~í=áí=áë=áå=íÜáë=ãçÇJ
Éêå=ÄìáäÇáåÖ=íçÇ~ó=Äìí=íÜáë= áë
ïÜÉêÉ= ïÉ= ~êÉ= áå= Üáëíçêó= íçJ
Ç~óKÒ

fëä~ãáÅ=~êíI=ÜçïÉîÉêI=áë=åçí
Ñçê= ÉóÉë= íÜ~í= Ü~îÉ= ÉãÄê~ÅÉÇ
~åÇ=~ÅÅÉéíÉÇ=fëä~ã=~äçåÉK=^äá
ë~óëI=�fëä~ã=áë=çìê=áåëéáê~íáçåI

Äìí= ïÉ= ~êÉ= éêçàÉÅíáåÖ= áí= Ñçê
ÉîÉêóÄçÇóKÒ

qÜÉáê= éÉêëéÉÅíáîÉ= çå= íÜÉ
êÉÅÉåí= Å~êíççå= ÅçåíêçîÉêëó
ïÜáÅÜ= Ü~ë= ÄêçìÖÜí= íç= Äçáä
ëáããÉêáåÖ= ~åíáJjìëäáã= ëÉåJ
íáãÉåíë=áå=bìêçéÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=êÉëí
çÑ= íÜÉ= tÉëíÉêå= ïçêäÇ= áëI= ëìêJ
éêáëáåÖäóI= åçí= çÑ= ~åÖÉêK= p~ÇJ
åÉëë= ã~óÄÉI= Äìí= åçí= íÜ~í= çÑ
êÉí~äá~íáçå= çê= ïê~íÜK= få= Ñ~ÅíI
íÜÉó=ÜçéÉ=íç=ÅçåîÉêí=íÜáë=ëáíìJ
~íáçå= íç= íÜÉ= éçëáíáîÉ= ~åÇ
ëçìåÇ= íÜÉ= êÉ~ä= ãÉëë~ÖÉ= ÅçåJ
í~áåÉÇ=áå=fëä~ãK=

p~åÇÉêë= ë~óëI= �̂ ë= Üìã~å
ÄÉáåÖë=ïÜÉå=ïÉ=ÇçåÛí=ìåÇÉêJ
ëí~åÇ= ëçãÉíÜáåÖ= ~åÇ= ïÉ= ~êÉ
ÑêáÖÜíÉåÉÇ= çÑ= ëçãÉíÜáåÖ= ïÉ
Ü~îÉ= íç= ÄÉäáííäÉ= áí= ~åÇ= íÜ~íÛë
ïÜ~í=Ü~ë=Ü~ééÉåÉÇK=fÛã=åçí=~
éçäáíáÅá~åK= f= àìëí= ï~åí= íç
ÄêáÇÖÉ=ÄìáäÇ=~åÇ=êÉ~ÅÜ=çìí=íç
éÉçéäÉ= ïáíÜ= ãó= ~êíK= fíÛë= çìê
Ñ~ìäí= ïÉ= Ü~îÉåÛí= êÉéêÉëÉåíÉÇ
ïÜ~í= ïÉ= ëÜçìäÇ= Ü~îÉK= mÉçéäÉ
Ü~îÉåÛí= ìåÇÉêëíççÇ= íÜÉ= êÉäáJ
ÖáçåKÒ=

táíÜ= Å~ääáÖê~éÜó= ëéê~óÉÇ
çå=íç=Å~åî~ëÉë=~åÇ=éÜçíçÖê~J
éÜó=êÉéêÉëÉåíáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí
Ñ~ÅÉë=çÑ= fëä~ãI= íÜÉ=ãÉå=ÜçéÉ
íç= ÇáëéÉä= íÜÉ= åÉÖ~íáîÉ= íçåÉë
íÜ~í= íÜÉ= tÉëí= ~ëëçÅá~íÉ= ïáíÜ
fëä~ãK=

fÑ= p~åÇÉêë= Ü~Ç= Üáë= ï~óI= ÜÉ
ïçìäÇ= éìÄäáëÜ= ~= éçëáíáîÉ
åÉïëé~éÉê=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=�ïÉ=åÉÉÇ
~= é~éÉê= Å~ääÉÇ= íÜÉ= dççÇ
kÉïëÒK

K

“Islam is our inspiration, but
we are projecting it for

everybody.” – Ali

“It’s our fault we haven’t
represented what we should

have. People haven’t
understood the religion.” 

– Sanders

^äá=ã~åáéìä~íÉë=~Éêçëçä=ëéê~ó=Å~åë=Ñçê=äÉåÇáåÖ=Öê~ÑÑáíá=ÉÑÑÉÅí=íç=Å~ääáÖê~éÜóK


